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Law Enforcement Training on 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Laws



Bicycle and Pedestrian Crashes in Texas



Course Overview
During this course, we will cover:

ÅThe increasing number of bicycle and 
pedestrian related crashes

ÅTexas Transportation Code definitions of the 
rights and responsibilities for bicyclists and 
pedestrians

ÅA review of the importance of crash data

ÅDifferent bicyclist and pedestrian crash 
scenarios and how they should be reported

ÅImportance of enforcement



Course Objectives
ÅMotivation to increase enforcement for 

bicyclist and pedestrian safety

ÅKnowledge, skills, and abilities to 
conduct enforcement for bicyclist and 
pedestrian safety 

ÅKnowledge, skills, and abilities to 
accurately complete crash reports for 
bicyclist and pedestrian related crashes 



Sidewalk Definition
The Texas Transportation Code 
(Sec.541.302(16)) defines a sidewalk as the 
portion of a street that is:

A. between a curb or lateral line of a roadway 
and the adjacent property line; and

B. intended for pedestrian use.

According to this definition a sidewalk is simply the 
area intended for pedestrians that is between the 
curb or lateral line of a road and the property line.

This means that sidewalks do not necessarily have 
to be paved to be considered a sidewalk.



Sidewalk Definition



Crosswalk Definition

According to the Texas Transportation Code (Sec. 
541.302(2)) a crosswalk is defined as:

A. the portion of a roadway, including an 
intersection, designated as a pedestrian crossing 
by surface markings, including lines; or

B. the portion of a roadway at an intersection that is 
within the connections of the lateral lines of the 
sidewalks on opposite sides of the highway 
measured from the curbs or, in the absence of 
curbs, from the edges of the traversable roadway.



Crosswalks

ÅAll 4-way intersections have a crosswalk 
even if it is not marked with lines.



Marked Crosswalks



Unmarked Crosswalks



Crash Example #1

ÅStop sign in only one direction
ÅNo marked crosswalks

Unmarked Crosswalks


